
students can expect facilitated collaboration
w

ith students and experts in islands as far-flung
as M

alta, M
auritius, Iceland, Tasm

ania, Skye
and Fiji.

Sm
all Is B

eautiful: T
he B

enefits of Insularity

PEI is taking a leading role in som
ething that it can claim

experience in and know
ledge of that other institutions,

lacking an island environm
ent, could not legitim

ately
claim

.
—

G
rant M

cC
all, President, International Sm

all
Islands Studies A

ssociation

A
 Spirit of C

ollaboration: Scholars from
 all

of the U
niversity of Prince E

dw
ard Island’s

faculties and schools —
 including A

rts, Science,
B

usiness, E
ducation, N

ursing, and Veterinary
M

edicine —
 have collaborated in the design

of the M
aster of A

rts in Island Studies.

C
anada R

esearch C
hair in Island Studies:

In July 2003, D
r. G

odfrey B
aldacchino w

ill
com

e to the U
niversity of Prince E

dw
ard

Island to take up the w
orld’s first research

chair in Island Studies. D
r. B

aldacchino’s
research program

 w
ill explore w

ide-ranging
them

es of islandness and island living,
draw

ing on his w
orld-renow

ned w
ork on

sm
all island societies.

T
he Institute of Island Studies: E

stablished
in 1985, U

PE
I’s Institute of Island Studies

(IIS) is a research, education, and public
policy institute based at U

PE
I. W

ith an
em

phasis on Prince E
dw

ard Island, the w
ork

of the Institute focuses on the culture,
environm

ent, and econom
y of sm

all islands.
T

he IIS offers students enrolled in the
M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies

•
tw

enty years’ w
orth of research and publi-

cations in Island Studies
•

access to w
orldw

ide netw
orks of Island

Studies scholars
•

connections w
ith research institutes and

universities around the w
orld

Island studies is not the m
ere study of events and

phenom
ena on sites w

hich happen to be islands;
islands do not m

erely reproduce on a m
anageable scale

the dynam
ics and the behaviour w

hich exist elsew
here.

Islandness is an intervening variable w
hich contours

and conditions physical and social events in distinct,
and distinctly relevant, w

ays.
—

G
odfrey B

aldacchino,
U

PEI C
anada R

esearch C
hair in Island Studies

For m
ore inform

ation on the U
niversity of

Prince E
dw

ard Island’s M
aster of A

rts in
Island Studies, contact

D
r. E

dw
ard M

acD
onald

P
rogram

m
e C

oordinator
M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies

U
niversity of P

rince E
dw

ard Island
550 U

niversity A
venue

C
harlottetow

n, P
E

I
C

1A
 4P

3

P
hone: (902) 894-2805

E
-m

ail: gem
acdonald@

upei.ca

w
w

w.upei.ca



T
he U

niversity of P
rince E

dw
ard Island —

a great, sm
all university nested in C

anada’s
island province —

 has long been hom
e to

w
orld-leading authorities on the distinctive

features of islands. U
PE

I is now
 the first

university in C
anada to offer an interdiscipli-

nary graduate program
m

e in international,
com

parative island studies.

T
he M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies at

U
P

E
I is a program

m
e to engage students,

faculty, and w
orldw

ide partners in the study
and creation of know

ledge regarding the
characteristics of sm

all islands.

A
dm

ission to the U
niversity of Prince E

dw
ard

Island’s innovative M
A

 in Island Studies w
ill

be based on
•

successful com
pletion of a B

achelor’s
degree (or equivalent), in an H

onours or
m

ajor program
•

 an application form
 (available from

 the
U

PE
I R

egistrar’s O
ffice), accom

panied by
a statem

ent of research interests and a
sam

ple of w
ritten research w

ork from
 prior

university or professional experience

T
he M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies can be

pursued part-tim
e or full-tim

e and requires
com

pletion of six courses (three com
pulsory,

three elective) and a research-based thesis on
a com

parative topic.

C
ourses w

ill include
•

A
dvanced Topics in Island Studies I &

 II
•

R
esearch M

ethods &
 D

esign for Island
Studies

•
T

he Political E
cology of Islands

•
Public Policy in Sm

all Island Jurisdictions
•

International R
elations of Sm

all Islands
•

Strategies for E
conom

ic D
evelopm

ent for
Sm

all Islands
•

M
ovem

ent &
 M

igration A
m

ong Sm
all Islands

•
Islandness: C

ulture, C
hange, &

 Identity
on Sm

all Islands
Students m

ay also pursue directed studies on
topics of their choice. Special topic courses in
literature, health, history, and environm

ent
m

ay occasionally be offered, based on student
dem

and and instructor availability.

Individual graduate courses m
ay be open to

qualified, interested students. C
ontact the

Program
m

e C
oordinator for m

ore inform
ation.

U
P

E
I’s M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies:

Training for a G
lobalizing W

orld

The grow
ing interest in island issues w

orldw
ide

requires people w
ho are properly trained to understand

the special situation of islands.
—

Jean-D
idier H

ache
Executive Secretary for the EU

’s
C

PM
R

 Islands C
om

m
ission

T
he M

A
IS program

m
e is open to students

from
 around the w

orld, com
ing out of under-

graduate program
m

es (from
 diverse discipli-

nary backgrounds, w
ith diverse degrees) or

w
ith professional w

orkplace experience in the
public, private, or resource sectors.

T
he M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies at

U
P

E
I offers a unique opportunity to students

•
w

ith a special interest in researching islands:
their societies, histories, cultures, and
governm

ents
•

w
ith a prim

ary interest in public policy and
adm

inistration
•

w
ith career aspirations w

ithin local,
regional, national, and international
governm

ental and non-governm
ental

organizations
•

w
ith career aspirations in the private and

resource sectors
•

w
ith a desire for the challenge of graduate

education

T
he program

m
e’s basis on com

parative study
w

ill prepare students w
ith the practical

research skills and know
ledge they w

ill need
to succeed in a w

orld increasingly defined by
interconnections and interactions am

ong
peoples and regions.

M
aking a D

ifference in Islands

Islanders above all, being less m
ixed, less m

erged
w

ith other peoples, have a national character that is
especially m

arked.
—

Jean-Jacques R
ousseau, 1765

A
 P

ublic Policy Focus: M
ore and m

ore
w

orld organizations are recognizing the
im

portance of understanding islands and their
particularities. T

hese include the W
orld B

ank,
the U

nited N
ations, the E

uropean U
nion, the

C
om

m
onw

ealth, and U
N

ESC
O

 —
 in addition

to regional organizations.

A
s such, the M

aster of A
rts in Island Studies

takes public policy as a central them
e. T

he
public policy focus stem

s from
 the grow

ing
sense that policy that w

orks for m
ainlands

does not necessarily w
ork for sm

all islands.
W

hat’s m
ore, the public policy focus brings

the tools of scholarly analysis to essentially
practical and w

orldly questions.

T
he Interdisciplinary A

dvantage: T
he

M
aster of A

rts in Island Studies is an interdis-
ciplinary program

m
e that allow

s students to
explore international islands from

 the angles
that m

ost intrigue them
. T

he program
m

e’s
sm

all class sizes and opportunities for one-
on-one interaction w

ith supervisors perm
it

students to design their studies to m
atch

their interests and goals.

T
he program

m
e is also uniquely designed to

build on partnerships w
ith universities and

researchers on other islands, far and near, and

“W
e

’r
e

 h
e

a
d

e
d

 t
o

w
a

r
d

 u
n

d
e

r
st

a
n

d
in

g
 t

h
e

 w
h

o
le

 p
la

n
e

t
 a

s a
 w

o
r

ld
 o

f isla
n

d
s . . .”

—
D

avid Q
uam

m
en


