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If you can read this I can 
hit my brakes and sue you



If you can read this

You can read



If you can read this (likely)

A complex constellation of 
various personal, familial, 
neighbourhood, community, 
social and political, factors have 
serendipitously come together to 
create the conditions that have 
allowed you to gain literacy skills 



If you can read this (likely)

Your parents could read



If you can read this (likely)

You’re not poor



If you can read this (likely)

You’re healthy



If you can read this (likely)

You’re not in jail



If you can read this (likely)

You haven’t suffered a TBI



Illiteracy is a complex 
social problem both in 
cause and effect



New models of 
collaboration among 
government and 
community stakeholders 
must be developed to 
ensure (not promote) a 
literate populace



A bumper sticker campaign 
won’t get us there



If You Can Read This . . . :If You Can Read This . . . :
Linking Literacy, Crime, Health, and Linking Literacy, Crime, Health, and 
Injury Among Children and YouthInjury Among Children and Youth

55thth Atlantic Summer InstituteAtlantic Summer Institute
on Healthy and Safe Communitieson Healthy and Safe Communities

Robert S. Wright, MSW, RSWRobert S. Wright, MSW, RSW
Executive Director, Child and Youth StrategyExecutive Director, Child and Youth Strategy

Nova ScotiaNova Scotia

wrightrs@gov.ns.cawrightrs@gov.ns.ca


