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P | X Literacy Program Pilot Results ’
iteracy Is no longer defined as merely the abllity to read. Rather, Wh ere We Are TO d ay
the concept encompasses written communication, comprehension,
and the ability to use information to function in our daily lives. The pilot process engaged the families in the development of the The Train the Trainer: Aboriginal Family Literacy Research
Literacy skills in our society today are becoming increasingly program as well as the implementation. Participatory action Project is currently running in three Atlantic Canadian
important as they increase job opportunities and earning power to research was integral to assuring the program is relevant to the Communities — Eskasoni, NS, Wagmatcook, NS, and Conne
support oneself, family and community (Human Resources and families and their culture. River NL. The research r’las a’1lso expanded ’to in’clude a
Skills Development Canada, 2005; Province of Prince Edward Island | | | orogram running in Calgary and Fort McMurray, AB.
1999). When parents find reading and literacy activities challenging, Community members from Eskasoni, NS embraced this program
it is difficult for children in that family to achieve a high level of and made plans to host it in 2005-2006. Ten families participated in We are in the middle of the program and are still in the data
literacy (Timmons, 2001). Children who experience early literacy the program from September — December, 2005 (the initial offering collection stages in the communities. From the qualitative data
difficulties continue to struggle throughout their educational careers of the program) and the subsequent ten families were identified as a we have received to date, the program has been well received
(McCoach, O’Connell, Reis, and Levitt, 2006). Willms (2002) also delayed treatment group to serve as a control. These families by families and facilitators.
| Here is what parents have 10 say .
school or community. P rog ram Part|CU|arS Results: My child s reading lmp{fovec{ a lot. When_ my child started
- . .. . Children of families participating in the 10-week program (in the this course she was having difficulty reading books but now
The statistics on the educational levels of Aboriginal people in Families Learning Together: Program Development Fall) advanced the equivalent of more than seven months of a year she wants to read all the time.”
Canada indicate that on all accounts Anoriginal people are placed The initial module development for this comprehensive family literacy in their basic reading skills, compared with an advancement of two “I really enjoyed the program, and spending time with my
sl lesony us EVErEgE .rates“of PEMISMITRINES @ GE! CEREns: program began in families homes during the pilot of the Family Literacy months in the control group (who had not yet participated in the child and other parents.”
_BattISte (2002) emphasizes, “as leGI’S? as Indlgenous_ peoples are orogarm for Mi'lKmaq Communities in Atlantic Canada Project that took program); and realized a gain of more than eight months in reading
i Ca_na?’la 22 eyt S0 glisC alis L2 wes ol Kuowiig) i place in 2004. It included elders and community members. This comprehension, compared with slightly more than on month for the Children enioved it too:
learning” (p.14). _Some Aporlglnal ch|I_d_ren are tau_ght 9 the_'r Elders strategy proved to be successful, incorporating families’ opinions of the control group. Listening comprehension soared: nearly two years’ ¥ ,J,,y '
through ceremonies, stories, _and traditional teachings. Stories serve orogram. Since the Pilot project, the resources have been adapted and growth over the 10 weeks, compared with close to two and a half [t was fun.
as a medium for both entertainment and knowledge exchange improved and a Train the Trainer Manual has also been developed in months for the control group. “I know more words!”
(Canadian Museum of Civilization, 2001; Chambers, 1989). this way to aid facilitators in training others in the future. “When I read a book I learned chickens were related to the
The majority of literacy interventions have been school based and These successful results were demonstrated by both groups of dinosaurs!”
have had little effect on the reduction of the cycle of low literacy and Aboriginal Family Literacy Modules children who participated in the program. Both groups experienced
poverty in many rural communities. An approach that is presenting overall significant reading gains (more than the expected norm of 6
an alternative is family literacy intervention. Family literacy Module 1: Reading In and Around Your Home months increase) since September, proving that the program was
programs seek to enhance the literacy of both generations through Module 2: Nature ~ Fluency iIndeed effective in enhancing literacy within these Mi'Kmag
participation of family members in a coordinated literacy program Module 3: Oral Histories children’s lives. (See figure below)
(Handel, 1999). Module 4: Valuing Cultural Diversity and Respect
. . . . Module 5: Animals ~ Comprehension Reading Results After Ten Week Mi'kmagq
Family literacy programs provide parents with strategies on how to Module 6: Aboriginal Pride and Culture ~ Family Literacy Program in Eskasoni, Nova Scotia
work with their children. Programs designed for Aboriginal Guided reading and word recognition 2005-2006
communities work efrectively to change cycles of poverty, low Module 7: Motivating Children to Read Using the Medicine 3 weament (receiing progran)
literacy, and unemployment by supporting parents in nurturing Wheel _ B control (ot receiving progra
literacy skills with their children. Module 8: Homework é 10 _
By hiring and training Aboriginal trainers/facilitators to implement the Module 9: Decoding and Phonics 2" e
program in their own communities, the Train the Trainer: Aboriginal Module 10: Parenting and Discipline o v -
Family Literacy Program works towards building capacity within g _
Aboriginal Communities. Parents aquire skills related to literacy Methodology T
development which improves their ability to support their children in "Pre and post reading assessments are carried out on all children to 3 -
all educational experiences. Furthermore, it is positively impacting measure the impact of the program. Note: the WIAT assessment tool is not g, Eni References:
these communities by Supporting the revival and he|p sustain normed on Aboriginal Populations (Salvia &_ Ysseldyke, 2004) There_fore’ this ° . - - Battiste, M. (2002). Indigenous knowledge and pedagogy in First Nations education: A literature review with
.. : : assessment was used only to measure the increase or decrease of literacy levels, 2 recommendations. Prepared for the National Working Group on Education and the Minister of Indian
Aboriginal heritage and culture through language and literacy. and is not used to place or grade children. 0 2 B Affairs, Ottawa, ON: Indian and Northern Affairs Canada.
*The design of the program is the direct-adult/direct child approach with Sesifedng  FesdgConprtenson - Litening Conprehersio o aror (2000, L mad. Rerieved April £5, 2004 from
: - : Literacy Skills Assessed ' : : i xIens '
parer_lt and child ime at the end of each session. _ _ Handel, R. (1999). The multiple meanings of family literacy. Education & Urban Society, 32 (1), 127-144.
Sessions are held once a week for 10 Weeks, on a mght decided by the Human Resources and Skills Development Canada (2005). Latest international survey shows Canadians need
families. to maintain and improve their literacy and learning skills. Retrieved May 13, 2005 from
*One module is presented each night and each session is 1.5 hours in :\';zggwl')h:d;fc'IC?’ZC;:’C;’CO”.‘”Zhrsj/”ewji?%/%f:':f"Sh'm’ et ot e esdine ot
Iength- - - - - . during th(,a fi.rs’é.twoay.ears of ;chgzvlgoaﬁﬁarg?‘:Edulc‘:[?g;a?Psl;/l;ﬁglcr)lg))/. 695)(1; 141;811 SRS S
-Reading materials are SpeCiﬁC to culture and interests of the families in Fundlng fOr thlS prOJeCt haS been prOVIded by Province of Prince Edward Island, Office of Higher Education. Training and Adult Learning (1999).
Aboriginal communities. Revisiting tough challenges. Charlottetown, PE: Queens printer.
=Babysitting and healthy snacks are provided for the families Human Resources and Soclal Development Canada E'nn;rl?&?:h;g ﬁi?,ljgcﬁ?;?”‘es Bl g U einess i (MEFE ) reedls SSze et oif fU Tl PInee Faieie) [ ant.
partICIpatlng n the program' Willms, J.D. (2002). Vulnerable children: Findings fro Canada’s National Longitudinal Survey of Children

and Youth. The University of Alberta Press: Edmonton, Alberta.
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