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Most studies and reports in developed western countries are showing the

positive impact of healthy child development in the first five years of life
not only on individuals, but also in societies and governments (Mitchell
Willie, & Carr, 2008; MulleKucera& Baue 2001; Mustard, 2002, 2006,
2008, 2009).
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Prince Edward Island (PEI) has a long history of grass roots organizations

supporting early child development programs for young children, but
without collaboration amongst partners in early child development
Initiatives, we face the danger of creating separate silos which make
Interaction and intercommunication difficult to achieve.

There Is a growing awareness In PEI that in order to assure healthy early
child development, the whole child needs to be the focus of programs and Secretariat and early child development community of PEI.

services developed and that implementation needs to be In integrated
and inter-related ways. Such linkages led the Research in Early Child
Development (RECD) Initiative to consider a modified version of

NZ Vv T S vy oBwBcglgfisatiiBoiy (2004) with the Individual Child at
the centre of a series of concentric circles. Moving out from this centre,
the framework design includes: Our Child, Child and Family, Child and
Community, Child and Society, and the Global Child. While the model

nests one area inside the other, it also highlights the dynamic arrangement

of Interactions within and across all levels of the theoretical framework.

The objective of the RECD initiative Is to develop a framework for research

which informs policy, programs, and services for children, families and
decisionmakers, and shapes the structure of our shifting system to
Improve outcomes for all children.

Purpose

The purpose of the RECD initiative Is to:

1. Develop a framework for research and evaluation in early child
development;

2. Facilitate indicator development, data collection, and reporting for ea
child developmentwith a long term goal to;
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uild capacity for expertise, resource support, and research in early chi
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Abstract

Researchers from the University of Prince Edward Island (UPEI) Centre for
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current issues and challenges faciegrly child development IPEl. Following an
extensive literature review, the Research in Early Child Development (RECD)
Initiative was formed inOctober2008 to develop a workingesearch framework
for early child development and facilitate indicator development, data collection,
and reporting for early child development, including the twelve networks of the
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The RECnitiative hasa long term goal to build capacity for expertise, resource
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The Model

The global child
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Child and Community

Child and Society

The Global Child
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Methods

Ao

Rworkshops were developed by RECD to assist the networks In

The RECD Initiative has been conducted In two phases:

APhase one consisted on the an environmental scan and focused
iterature review that continues to be periodically updated.
Ahase two consisted of the development of a research framework and
conceptual model with indicators of child webeing, from prenatal to
early school years.

The RECD Initiative relied on the expertise and information of the
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the twelve community networks participated and facilitated building
their research capacity and listing of key programs, services, and data
iInformation available in PEI. Based on this information , a series of
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developing their own research capacities. Five of these research

projects are faclilitated by and funded through the RECD Initiative.

Information Is also being compiled on a research model that is adapted
from. N2 Yy T Sy oB\aBcglggisaldstie! of early child development
and the five domains of child webeing Communiqueon Early
Childhood Development, 2000, Canada) . This framework will be used
to publish the data for review by participants .
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Conclusions

The RECD Initiative has made excellent progress in coordination and
development of a multidisciplinary research network for the early
child development community in PEI. The Participatory Action
Research cycles have helped energize and revitalize the twelve
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Secretariat. The RECD team will continue to consult with participants
In the facilitation of research project completion and refinement of the
research in early child development framework for PEI.

A Research Forum in November 2009 will be used to inform key
government officials and the citizens of PEI about the wealth of
iInformation and services for research in early child development In
Prince Edward Island
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