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} Ways veterinarians may be involved

} Links with other family violence

} Addressing suspected abuse

Ɓ Beforehand (be prepared)

Ɓ Recognize abuse

Ɓ Report abuse

Ɓ Collecting and documenting evidence

} Resources



}Professional commitment to alleviate 
suffering

}Well- trained in proper animal husbandry;  
well - equipped to recognize substandard care

}Studies from child protection show 
intervention crucial

}Early intervention may prevent escalation of 
violence

}One aspect of family violence ðpets, children, 
spouse, the elderly



}Suspect abuse in patient
ƁBrought in by abuser, someone else in family, Good 

Samaritan, humane org. 

}Assist humane associations with 
investigations
ƁVeterinary inspections
ƁMedical care
ƁCollecting/documenting evidence 

}Factual or expert witness
}Provide foster care for pets of battered 

women



}Many studies - CVMA website on animal 
abuse The Link

}Collaborative study ðCalgary HS and YWCA 
McIntosh, 2001
Ɓ56% of women in shelters who owned pets reported 

that their abuser had threatened or harmed their 
pet

Ɓ21% aware their abuser had abused pets as a child 
or adolescent 

ƁOf those with children and pets, 65% believed the 
children knew of, and were impacted by, the abuse. 

http://canadianveterinarians.net/animal-abuse-link.aspx
http://canadianveterinarians.net/pdfs/McIntoshCalgarystudy.pdf


}A way of maintaining power and control over 
victim.

} A warning. òNext time it could be you.ó

} Leverage.  Fear for the pet keeps the family  
member from disclosing abuse.

} Kids abusing animals may be acting out what 
they see at home or, in the home, may be 
acting out their anger on the only family 
member lower in the pecking order



}Women delay leaving abusive 
situations because of fears for petõs 
safety.

}Many womenõs shelters have 
arrangements with local animal 
shelters or veterinary hospitals to 
provide temporary housing.
ƁEg SAFEPET programme Ontario

http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf


}Find out national/local laws on animal 
protection: 

}Provincial animal health acts 
ƁAnimal in distress
¶lacking food, water, or care

¶Sick, in pain, or injured

¶Abused or subject to neglect or cruelty

ƁCVMA Codes of Practice ðDogs and Cats

}Federal Criminal Code

http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/93_Kennel Code (ENTIRE) July 2007.pdf
http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/1315_CatteryCodeEnglishFINAL June8'09.pdf


}Find out your provincial/state regulations ð
VMA  
ƁMandated reporting/immunity/confidentiality

}Know who to report to ðlocal humane org.
}Discuss in your practice. Education about 

signs of abuse.
}Establish written clinic policy
ƁProcedures, contact phone numbers (HS, police, 

Child Protection)
ƁFollow - up strategy for borderline cases  

(rechecks, improved husbandry, etc)



}Physical abuse 
Ɓnon - accidental injury ðNAI

ƁInappropriate training methods

}Sexual abuse 

}Emotional abuse
ƁInappropriate training

ƁWithholding social interaction 

}Neglect (majority)
ƁLack of food, water, shelter, veterinary care

}Fighting animals or training them to fight 



}History
ƁVague or implausible, discrepant  

ƁThe account of the incident doesnõt fit the injury

ƁOwner evasive about how the injuries occurred

ƁDelay in seeking treatment

ƁAsk lots of questions ðeg. Who has access to this 
animal? 

ƁPrevious injuries? Previous animals?

ƁComments by other family members

}Behaviour
ƁAnimal may be fearful, poorly socialized



}Unexplained traumatic injuries
}Old fractures; different stages of healing 

(cardinal sign of abuse) 
}Bruising (if shaved, or at necropsy)
}Ocular injuries ( haemorrhage )
}Burns and scalds
}Stupor from alcohol or drug ingestion
}Old healed or untreated wounds
}Dogs for fighting ðmay be declawed or 

debarked
}Vaginal or anorectal injuries (sexual abuse)







}Majority of cases

}Malnourishment

}Embedded collar

}Severe matting, 
overgrown nails, 
hooves; maggots

}Heavy parasite 
infestations

}Failure to provide vet 
care



}Accumulates a large number 
of animals that overwhelms 
their ability to provide even 
minimal standard of care

}Fails to acknowledge 
deteriorating conditions of 
animal and environment

}Does not recognize negative 
effects on health and well -
being of the hoarder and 
others in the household

}Hoarding of Animals 
Research Consortium
www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoard
ing/

http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/index.html
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/index.html
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/


}Rarely see animals for repeat visits
}Rarely see diseases of old age
}Problems of poor preventive health
}May seek heroic/futile care for newly 

acquired animals
}May travel long distances, visit multiple vets
}Animals may be bathed or perfumed
}Claim to have found animal in deplorable 

conditions - animal may actually live in 
deplorable conditions

}Always willing (eager) to take in more 
animals



}Limited admission shelters (òno-
killó)
ƁMay be very well - run

ƁBut conditions may deteriorate if 
caregivers become overwhelmed

}Bottom line ðvisit facility!



òThe SPCA is reviewing its partnerships with 
shelters around Nova Scotia after it seized 
nearly 100 animals from a pet rescue centre in 
Port Hastings. With the help of several RCMP 
officers, two investigators removed 61 cats and 
27 dogs from Celtic Pets Rescue on Saturday. 
The animals were "victims of horrible neglect," 
the SPCA said. ..

The shelter is run by Zonda MacIsaac, who has 
been involved in animal rescue in Nova Scotia 
for several years, according to the SPCA.ó



}Attempts to have tethering limited or 
prohibited in some municipalities

}CVMA Code of Practice for Canadian Kennel 
Operations (2007) ðtethering unacceptable 
as primary means of confinement

http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/93_Kennel Code (ENTIRE) July 2007.pdf
http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/93_Kennel Code (ENTIRE) July 2007.pdf


}Dog handling and training
ƁProfessional Standards for Dog Trainers ðDelta 

Society 
ƁHumane Training Methods for Dogs  - CVMA 2009 
ðhttp://canadianveterinarians.net

}Advocate positive training methods, 
discourage abusive methods

}Restraint during care
ƁAVMA
ƁPatronek and Lacroix òDeveloping an ethic for vets 

and other animal caregivers on abuse, discipline, 
and restraintó JAVMA 218: 1- 4, 2001

http://www.deltasociety.org/Document.Doc?id=374
http://canadianveterinarians.net/ShowText.aspx?ResourceID=1506
http://canadianveterinarians.net/


}Vets typically have not reported abuse
ƁOften not straightforward; range of 

behaviours ðunintentional neglect to 
malicious killing

ƁFear for animalõs safety, personal safety

ƁUncertainty

¶Breach of confidentiality?

¶What if Iõm wrong?

¶Process?

¶Time demands 

.



}Animals deserve protection in their own 
right
}One aspect of family violence ðpets, 

children, spouse, the elderly
}Conduct disorder ðantisocial behaviour

affecting people, animals, property
}CVMA, AVMA, AAHA positions: 

veterinarians should report suspected 
animal abuse
}Legal obligation to report

http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=188677


}Some cases may be handled through 
education (neglect).

}Report evident abuse or ongoing neglect
}Child protection field ðintervention is critical 

to break cycle of violence
}NB: reporting by vet is first step only ð

humane organization, law enforcement will 
do investigation ðmay or may not lead to 
charges; provides opportunity to educate 
owner about proper and legally required 
animal care



}Use your judgment ðmay be able to improve 
neglect situations through education and 
working with the owner (follow - up essential).  

}Focus on meeting the needs of the animal, 
rather than the òbadó behaviour of the owner.

}Mandated reporting - ò(If we canõt improve 
the situation), I am required by law to report 
my concerns.ó 



}Number, duration, severity of animalõs 
problems

}History ðmakes sense in light of injuries?
}Animalõs previous medical records
}Records on any other animals for this client?
}If there is evidence of abuse ðREPORT
}If conditions do not improve (borderline) ð

REPORT  
}If there are children involved, report to social 

services.



}Local humane authority ðwill 
investigate

}Police, if concerns about 
immediate safety of animal/people

}Child protection if children 
involved 



}GOAL ðinitiate investigation to
ƁDetermine facts

ƁImprove situation for the animal

}May start intervention that will help other 
family members

}Report even if first time seeing this client

}Report neglect ðesp. recurrent with 
subsequent animals (hoarder?), or non -
compliance



}Reporting by the vet is first step only

}Humane organization, law 
enforcement will do the investigation 

}May or may not lead to charges; will 
provide opportunity for education 
about proper and legally required 
animal care



}Confidentiality
ƁMost provincial vet acts amended so 

that reporting is not a breach of 
confidentiality

}Mandated reporting/Immunity  
}Reporting in good faith
ƁBased on a reasonable suspicion 
according to vetõs professional 
judgment 

}Cdn vet colleges ðVTH policies eg
AVC



}Veterinariansõ obligation to report
Ɓ11.3 Every veterinarian who has reasonable 

grounds to believe that an animal has been or is 
being abused or neglected shall report his or her 
belief to an inspector or an agent of the Society. 

}Immunity
Ɓ19. No inspector or agent of the Society and no 

veterinarian or member of the Board is personally 
liable for anything done by him or her in good 
faith under or purporting to be under the 
authority of this Act. R.S.O. 1990, c. O.36, s. 19. 

}~ similar legislation now in Manitoba, PEI, NB, 
Alberta, NS, QC ðcheck with your VMA

}Report even if not mandated.



}All jurisdictions except NL ðanyone who has 
reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is 
in need of protection is required to report the 
information to the appropriate authorities.

}In NL, duty to report restricted to certain 
professions, not including veterinarians.

}Report to Child and Family Services



}Ask lots of questions
}Perform thorough physical exam
}Canõt hold/treat animal without ownerõs 

permission or until authorized by 
investigating agency
ƁIf permission for x - ray, can take whole body rads

}Document!  Document!  Document!! 
ƁComplete written record of injuries
ƁPhotographs/video (MS or neuro deficits) 
ƁAny conversations with client or other family 

members




