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Animal abuse - why a priority?

. Professional commitment to alleviate
suffering

1 Well- trained in proper animal husbandry;
well - equipped to recognize substandard care

} Studies from child protection show
Intervention crucial

; Early intervention may prevent escalation of
violence

1 One aspect of family violence 0 pets, children,
spouse, the elderly




Ways vets may become involved

} Suspect abuse In patient

BBrought in by abuser, someone else in family, Good
Samaritan, humane org.

1 Assist humane associations with
Investigations
BVeterinary inspections
BMedical care
BCollecting/documenting evidence

+ Factual or expert witness

+ Provide foster care for pets of battered
women




The Link with other forms of
family violence

} Many studies - CVMA website on animal
abuse

+ Collaborative study 9 Calgary HS and YWCA

B56% of women in shelters who owned pets reported
that their abuser had threatened or harmed their
pet

B21% aware their abuser had abused pets as a child
or adolescent

BOf those with children and pets, 65% believed the
children knew of, and were impacted by, the abuse.



http://canadianveterinarians.net/animal-abuse-link.aspx
http://canadianveterinarians.net/pdfs/McIntoshCalgarystudy.pdf

Animal abuse - one form of

family violence

1 A way of maintaining power and control over
victim.
} A warning. ONext ti me

1 Leverage. Fear for the pet keeps the family
member from disclosing abuse.

1 Kids abusing animals may be acting out what
they see at home or, in the home, may be
acting out their anger on the only family
member lower in the pecking order




Implications

1 Women delay leaving abusive
situati ons because of
safety.

} Many womenos shelter
arrangements with local animal
shelters or veterinary hospitals to
provide temporary housing.



http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf
http://www.ovma.org/pdf/safepet_eng.pdf

Addressing suspected abuse -
Beforehand

v FInd out national/local laws on animal
orotection:

v Provincial animal health acts

BAnimal in distress

1 lacking food, water, or care

1 Sick, in pain, or injured

1 Abused or subject to neglect or cruelty
BCVMA Codes of Practice 0 and

» Federal Criminal Code



http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/93_Kennel Code (ENTIRE) July 2007.pdf
http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/1315_CatteryCodeEnglishFINAL June8'09.pdf

Beforehand cont’d

+ Find out your provincial/state regulations
VMA
BMandated reporting/immunity/confidentiality

; Know who to reportto 0 local humane org.

1 Discuss in your practice. Education about
signs of abuse.

1 Establish written clinic policy

BProcedures, contact phone numbers (HS, police,
Child Protection)

BFollow - up strategy for borderline cases
(rechecks, improved husbandry, etc)




Recognizing abuse and neglect

1 Physical abuse
Bnon - accidental injury 0 NAI
Blnappropriate training methods

1 Sexual abuse
1 Emotional abuse

Blnappropriate training
BWithholding social interaction

1 Neglect (majority)
BlLack of food, water, shelter, veterinary care
1 Fighting animals or training them to fight




Warning signs - combination of
factors

} History
BVague or implausible, discrepant
BThe account of the 1 nciden

BOwner evasive about how the injuries occurred
BDelay in seeking treatment

BAsK lots of questions  d eg. Who has access to this
animal?

BPrevious injuries? Previous animals?

BComments by other family members

1 Behaviour
BAnimal may be fearful, poorly socialized




Warning signhs — suspicious injuries

Unexplained traumatic injuries

Old fractures; different stages of healing
(cardinal sign of abuse)

Bruising (if shaved, or at necropsy)
Ocular injuries ( haemorrhage )
Burns and scalds

Stupor from alcohol or drug ingestion
Old healed or untreated wounds

Dogs for fighting @ may be declawed or
debarked

Vaginal or anorectal Injuries (sexual abuse)
_rh



A4 "IN ‘S0020Q




uewsiay ¥ ‘€00Z®




Neglect

Majority of cases
Malnourishment
Embedded collar

Severe matting,
overgrown nails,
hooves; maggots

} Heavy parasite
Infestations

—_— md md A

1 Failure to provide vet
care




Animal hoarding

1 Accumulates a large number
of animals that overwhelms
their ability to provide even
minimal standard of care

} Falls to acknowledge
deteriorating conditions of
animal and environment

1 Does not recognize negative
effects on health and well -
being of the hoarder and
others in the household

} Hoarding of Animals
Research Consortium
www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoard

Ing/



http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/index.html
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/index.html
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/
http://www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/

Animal hoarding - warning signs

Rare
Rare
Prob

— d )

y see animals for repeat visits
y see diseases of old age
ems of poor preventive health

1 May seek heroic/futile care for newly
acquired animals

} May travel long distances, visit multiple vets
1 Animals may be bathed or perfumed

} Claim to have found animal in deplorable
conditions - animal may actually live in
deplorable conditions

} Always willing (eager) to take in more

animals

.............
\\\\\\




Animal sanctuaries/rescue

} Limited admission s hel t eF s
ki 11 0)
BEMay be very well -run
BBut conditions may deteriorate If
caregivers become overwhelmed

; Bottom line 0 visit facility!




SPCA seizes dogs, cats from shelter
CBC News Feb. 4, 2008

oThe SPCA iIs reviewing It
shelters around Nova Scotia after it seized
nearly 100 animals from a pet rescue centre Iin
Port Hastings. With the help of several RCMP
officers, two investigators removed 61 cats and
27 dogs from Celtic Pets Rescue on Saturday.
The animals were "victims of horrible neglect,”
the SPCA said. ..

The shelter is run by Zonda Maclsaac, who has
been involved in animal rescue in Nova Scotia
for several years, accor




Psychological well-being

1 Attempts to have tethering limited or
prohibited in some municipalities

 CVMA Code of Practice for Canadian Kennel
Operations (2007) 0o tethering unacceptable

as primary means of confinement



http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/93_Kennel Code (ENTIRE) July 2007.pdf
http://canadianveterinarians.net/Documents/Resources/Files/93_Kennel Code (ENTIRE) July 2007.pdf

Abuse from routine handling

+ Dog handling and training

BProfessional Standards for Dog Trainers d Delta
Society

BHumane Training Methods for Dogs - CVMA 2009
ohttp://canadianveterinarians.net
1 Advocate positive training methods,
discourage abusive methods

} Restraint during care
BAVMA

BPatronek and Lacroix o Devel opi ng an
and other animal caregivers on abuse, discipline,
and restrainto6-420YMA 218:

et


http://www.deltasociety.org/Document.Doc?id=374
http://canadianveterinarians.net/ShowText.aspx?ResourceID=1506
http://canadianveterinarians.net/

Reporting animal abuse...

} Vets typically have not reported abuse

BOften not straightforward; range of
behaviours 0 unintentional neglect to
malicious killing

BFear for ani mal 0s saf et
BUncertainty

{Breach of confidentiality?

fWhat 1 f | Om wrong?
T Process?

1Time demands




Animal abuse - why report?

1 Animals deserve protection in their own
right

1 One aspect of family violence 0 pets,
children, spouse, the elderly

} d antisocial behaviour
affecting people, animals, property

1 CVMA, AVMA, AAHA positions:
veterinarians should report suspected
animal abuse

; Legal obligation to report



http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=188677

Addressing suspected abuse -
report ?

} Some cases may be handled through
education (neglect).

} Report evident abuse or ongoing neglect

1 Child protection field 9 intervention is critical
to break cycle of violence

1 NB: reporting by vet is first step only 0
humane organization, law enforcement will
do investigation 90 may or may not lead to
charges; provides opportunity to educate
owner about proper and legally required
animal care




Educate or report?

}

Use your judgment 0 may be able to improve
neglect situations through education and
working with the owner (follow - up essential).

Focus on meeting the needs of the animal,
rather than the obado be

Mandated reporting - o( I f we canot
the situation), | am required by law to report
my concerns. o




Educate or report - consider:

Number |, dur ati on, sever.i
problems

} History o makes sense in light of injuries?

rAni mal 0s previous medl ca!
} Records on any other animals for this client?
}
}

—

f there is evidence of abuse 0 REPORT
f conditions do not improve (borderline) 0

REPORT

1 If there are children involved, report to social
services.




Report to:

» Local humane authority o will
iInvestigate

+ Police, if concerns about
Immediate safety of animal/people

+ Child protection if children
iInvolved




Report suspected abuse quickly -

1 GOAL 0 initiate investigation to
BDetermine facts
Blmprove situation for the animal

1 May start intervention that will help other
family members

} Report even if first time seeing this client

} Report neglect 0 esp. recurrent with
subsequent animals (hoarder?), or non -
compliance




Remember

} Reporting by the vet is first step only

} Humane organization, law
enforcement will do the investigation

1 May or may not lead to charges; will
provide opportunity for education
about proper and legally required
animal care




Reporting by Cdn. veterinarians

+ Confidentiality

EMost provincial vet acts amended so
that reporting Is not a breach of
confidentiality

» Mandated reporting/Immunity
1+ Reporting /n good faith
EBased on a reasonable suspicion

according to vetos
judgment

1 Cdn vet colleges oVTH policies eg




Legislation is changing!
e.g., Ontario SPCA Act (2008)

rVeterinari anso obl i1 gat.

B11.3 Every veterinarian who has reasonable
grounds to believe that an animal has been or is
being abused or neglected shall report his or her
belief to an inspector or an agent of the Society.

} Immunity

B19. No inspector or agent of the Society and no
veterinarian or member of the Board is personally
liable for anything done by him or her in good
faith under or purporting to be under the

authority of this Act. R.S.0. 1990, c. 0.36, s. 109.

1 ~ similar legislation now in Manitoba, PEI, NB,
Alberta, NS, QC 0 check with your VMA

Report even if not mandated.

C



Reporting suspected child abuse

+ All jurisdictions except NL 0 anyone who has
reasonable grounds to suspect that a child is
In need of protection is required to report the
Information to the appropriate authorities.

1 In NL, duty to report restricted to certain
professions, not including veterinarians.

1 Report to Child and Family Services




Addressing suspected abuse -

Collecting & documenting evidence

1 Ask lots of questions
1 Perform thorough physical exam

yCanodot hold/treat ani mal
permission or until authorized by
Investigating agency
BIf permission for x - ray, can take whole body rads
1 Document! Document! Document!!
BComplete written record of injuries
BPhotographs/video (MS or neuro deficits)

BAnNny conversations with client or other family
members







