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Atlantic Veterinary College Celebrates National Veterinary Technician Week

(CHARLOTTETOWN, Prince Edward Island): Throughout the week of October 12 to 18, the Atlantic Veterinary College at UPEI will celebrate National Veterinary Technician Week.
“We have more than 20 veterinary technicians at the Atlantic Veterinary College,” says Dr. Maggie Coffey, Director of the Atlantic Veterinary College’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital. “AVC technicians play a key role in enhancing the quality of animal and human life through their dedication to the well being of animals placed in their care. They are critical and valued members of our animal health-care team.”  

Veterinary technicians work closely with veterinarians to ensure quality medical care for their patients. Their responsibilities on the animal health-care team include nursing care, preparing and administering medication, assisting in surgery, taking and developing radiographs, induction and monitoring of anesthesia, laboratory testing, as well as many other tasks. Veterinary technicians are trained to work with animals in veterinary practices as well as with pharmaceutical companies, zoos, humane societies, federal inspection agencies, research facilities and veterinary colleges.
“Veterinary technicians are college graduates who have the option of writing a national exam to become registered veterinary technicians,” explains Andrea Chisholm, a registered veterinary technician at the Atlantic Veterinary College. “These professionals are required to participate in continuing education to maintain their registered status.”
Several activities have been planned by the Atlantic Veterinary College throughout National Veterinary Technician Week. “Being a veterinary technician is an interesting and rewarding career,” says Chisholm. “We hope to promote this career choice through presentations to local schools, a display in our Veterinary Teaching Hospital and a coloring contest for children.”
In the Atlantic Provinces there are over 160 members of the Eastern Veterinary Technician Association. More than 3,800 veterinary technicians are employed across Canada.
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More information on Veterinary Technicians can be found at www.evta.ca.
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